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Fernando Suels Mendoza is a dancer, choreographer, and teacher whose work spans performance, 
creation, and transmission. Trained in Caracas and at the Folkwang Universität der Künste in Essen, 
he was a member of Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch from 1995 to 2018, participating in 
numerous creations and performing leading roles across the company’s repertoire. 
Closely connected to the artistic legacy of Pina Bausch, he has also worked internationally as a 
rehearsal director for several productions.
AAlongside his performing career, he develops his own choreographic projects and teaches 
internationally, sharing his experience with younger generations of dancers.



About
Fernando Suels Mendoza

Fernando Suels Mendoza was born in Venezuela in 1968. In 1987, he began his dance studies in 
Caracas with José Ledezma, completing his training at the Instituto Superior de Danza and the 
Danzahoy dance school. During this period, he participated as a dancer in productions directed by 
choreographers José Ledezma, Luis Viana, and Luz Urdaneta.

FFrom 1991 to 1995, he studied dance and earned his degree as a professional dancer at the 
Folkwang Universität der Künste in Essen, Germany. During this time, he worked, among 
others, with the German choreographer and dancer Susanne Linke. After completing his studies, 
he was selected to participate in the "Postgraduate Program" under Professor Jean Cebron, also at 
the Folkwang University in Essen.

FFernando Suels Mendoza was a solo dancer with the Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch 
from 1995 to 2018. He participated in the creation of 14 of Pina Bausch's works and performed 
numerous roles in pieces from the repertoire. In 1998, Fernando Suels took part in the creation of a 
second version of Pina Bausch's Bluebeard's Castle, produced by the Aix-en-Provence International 
Festival of Lyric Art in co-production with the Théâtre du Châtelet, under the musical direction of 
Pierre Boulez.

FFor many years, he has shared his experience and knowledge with new generations of dancers 
during rehearsals or UTOPINA repertoire workshops. In 2016, Fernando Suels Mendoza was part 
of the rehearsal direction team for the transmission project of Pina Bausch's Für die Kinder von 
gestern, heute und morgen at the Bavarian State Ballet. In 2019, during the addition of Pina 
Bausch’s Iphigenie auf Tauris to the repertoire of the Semperoper Ballet in Dresden, he 
transmitted the roles of Pylades and Scythian to ballet members. In 2022, at Opera Ballet 
Vlaanderen, he served as rehearsal director for Pina Bausch’s The Rite of Spring. 

AAdditionally, last year, Fernando Suels Mendoza participated in rehearsals of The Rite of Spring with 
students from the School of Dance at Taipei National University of the Arts (Taiwan) as a member of 
the rehearsal direction team. The premiere took place in December 2024.
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Studies
Dance studies
1994 - 1995  Postgraduate studies in dance. Folkwang Universität der Künste Essen, Germany. 
(Prof. Jean Cebron 'Solotanz' Master Studio)
1994 Final artistic examination for stage dance, Folkwang Universität der Künste Essen, Germany.
1991 - 1994  Dance study Bühnentanz, Folkwang Universität der Künste Essen, Germany. 
1987 - 1991 'Caracas Contemporary Dance School', 'Taller de Danza de Caracas', Venezuela.
GGeneral studies
1985 - 1990 'Universidad Católica Andrés Bello', Diploma licentiate in journalism. Caracas, 
Venezuela.

Alongside his activity as a dancer with Tanztheater Wuppertal, Fernando Suels taught 
modern/contemporary dance both in Europe and beyond. Notable institutions include Tanztheater 
Wuppertal Pina Bausch (Wuppertal, Germany), Conservatoire Supérieur Musique et Danse de Lyon 
(France), Tampa City Ballet (Florida, USA), Accademia Nazionale di Danza (Rome, Italy), Opera 
Ballet Vlaanderen (Antwerp, Belgium), Semperoper Ballet (Dresden, Germany), École Du Nord (Lille, 
France), Kibbutz Gaaton (Israel), National School of Dance (Athens, Greece), Universidad de 
Antioquia (Colombia), and Taller Nacional de Danza (San José, Costa Rica).

Since 201Since 2018, Fernando has pursued an independent career as an artist, choreographer, dancer, and 
dance teacher, while continuing to perform as a guest with Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch. He 
choreographed and danced in the production Al Igual Que Tú with the flamenco company Eva 
Yerbabuena in Seville, Spain, and was recently a guest teacher and choreographer at Tampa City 
Ballet in the United States. He also danced in the 2025–2026 production Don Giovanni / 
Requiem by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, staged by Kirill Serebrennikov, which premiered on April 
27, 2025, at the Komische Oper Berlin, Germany. 

HHe is currently involved in the ongoing project Antigone by Sophocles, directed and 
choreographed by Alan Lucien Øyen (Administrator of Winter Guests, Norway), commissioned by 
Fondazione Teatro di Roma, with a premiere scheduled for July 22, 2025, at Teatro Argentina in 
Rome, Italy.

In the field of film, he has participated in productions by Pedro Almodóvar, Wim Wenders, 
and Peter Lindbergh, among others. In 1998, Fernando danced in A Meeting Between 
JJapanese fashion designer Yohji Yamamoto and Pina Bausch as part of the Pina Bausch Festival 
in Wuppertal.                                                         



Season 2001/02
Für die Kinder von gestern, heute und morgen 
Season 2002/03
Nefés
Season 2003/04
Ten Chi
SSeason 2004/05
Rough Cut
Season 2005/06
Vollmond
Season 2006/07
Bamboo Blues
Season 2008/09
"... c"... como el musguito en la piedra, ay si, si, si ..."                                          

Season 1995/96
Nur Du
Season 1996/97
Der Fensterputzer
Season 1997/98
Masurca Fogo
SSeason 1997/98
Herzog Blaubarts Burg  (Musical direction: 
Pierre Boulez)
Season 1998/99
O Dido
Season 1999/2000
Wiesenland 
SSeason 2000/01
Água                                          

Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch - Premieres - Participated in the creation of: 
[click on the name of the piece for more information]                                                  

Don Giovanni/Requiem, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Staging: Kirill Serebrennikov. 
Premiere: April 27th, 2025. Komische Oper Berlin, Germany.
“Al Igual Que Tú” Flamenco company “Eva Yerbabuena”
“White&Black” solos and duo dances in production 
co-created with Giorgia Maddamma
“In Perpetuum” solo dance
Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch. Guest performances with the company 
"In "In terms of time" Tim Etchells, founder of Forced Entertainment, Sheffield, England
Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch. Participated in the creation of 14 pieces by 
Pina Bausch, and took on roles in many repertory pieces.

                                              

2025 - 2026 

2021 - 2024 
2021 - 2024 

2020 - 2024 
2018 - present 
2015 
11995 – 2018 

Ongoing project - Antigone of Sophocles
Director & choreographer: Alan Lucien Øyen (Administrator of Winter Guests, Norway), 
commissioned by Fondazione Teatro di Roma.  
Premiere: July 22nd, 2025. Teatro Argentina, Roma, Italy.                                             
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Type your text

https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/nurd
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/fens
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/masu
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/baix
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/dido
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/wies
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/agua
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/kind
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/nefe
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/tenc
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/roug
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/voll
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/bamb
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/musg


Das Stück mit dem Schiff
Danzón
Nur Du
Der Fensterputzer
Masurca Fogo
Herzog Blaubarts Burg
O DO Dido
Wiesenland
Água
Für die Kinder von gestern, heute und morgen
Nefés
Ten Chi
Rough Cut
VVollmond
Bamboo Blues
"... como el musguito en la piedra, ay si, si, si ..." 
(Comme la mousse sur la pierre)

Iphigenie auf Tauris
Le Sacre du printemps
Die Sieben Todsünden
Blaubart. Beim Anhören einer 
     Tonbandaufnahme von Béla Bartóks Oper   
     »Herzog Blaubarts Burg«
KKomm tanz mit mir
Café Müller
Kontakthof
Arien
Keuschheitslegende
1980 – Ein Stück von Pina Bausch
Bandonéon
NNelken
Auf dem Gebirge hat man ein Geschrei gehört
Viktor
Ahnen
Palermo Palermo

Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch. Danced in:
[Click on the name of the piece for more information]
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https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/iphi
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/sacr
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/tods
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/blau
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/komm
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/cafe
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/kont
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/arie
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/keus
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/1980
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/band
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/nelk
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/gebi
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/vikt
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/ahne
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/pale
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/schi
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/danz
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/nurd
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/fens
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/masu
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/baix
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/dido
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/wies
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/agua
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/kind
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/nefe
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/tenc
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/roug
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/voll
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/bamb
https://www.pinabausch.org/fr/work/musg


REPRISE - Pina Bausch Foundation & Opera Ballet Vlaan-deren, Antwerp, Belgium. 
Director of Rehearsals for "Le Sacre du Printemps", a piece by Pina Bausch (1975).

Pina Bausch Foundation & Taipei National University of the Arts, School of Dance, 
Taipei, Taiwán. Rehearsal director for “The Rite of Spring”, a piece by Pina Bausch 
(1975).

Pina Bausch Foundation & Opera Ballet Vlaanderen, Antwerp, Belgium. Rehearsal 
director for “The Rite of Spring”, a piece by Pina Bausch (1975).

PPina Bausch Foundation & Semperoper Ballet, Dresden, Germany. Rehearsal 
director for the role of Pilades in the Dance / Opera “Iphigenie auf Tauris”, by Pina 
Bausch (1974). 

Pina Bausch Foundation & Bayerisches Stadtballet, München, Germany. Rehearsal 
director for the role created by Fernando within “Für die Kinder von gestern, heute 
und morgen”, a piece by Pina Bausch (2002).

                                              

2025 - 2026

2024 - 2025

2021 - 2022

2019

2016                               

Rehearsal Director
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Fernando Suels Mendoza’s teaching practice began at the end of the eighties whilst he was part of 
the cast of the company Taller de Danza de Caracas, directed by Jose Ledezma. He taught modern 
dance classes at the school of Ballet Arte de Caracas, under the direction of Lidija Franklin, and at 
the Instituto Superior de Danza de Caracas.

Since establishing himself in Europe, and in conjunction with his activities as a dancer with 
Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch, he has been teaching regularly for the past twenty years at:
  
COCOLUMBIA: DANZAMED, Medellin. 
COSTA RICA: Taller Nacional de Danza, Conservatorio El Barco (San Jose).
EGYPT: Danssabeel, Cairo.
FRANCE: Ecole du nord (Lille). Conservatoire National Superieur Musique Danse de Lyon, Centre 
Chorégraphique James Carlès, Toulouse.
GERMANY: Guest teacher Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch (Wuppertal). Tanz Station Barmer 
Bahnhof.
GGREECE: State School of Dance KSOT (Athens). Member of the 2021-2022 and 2024-2025 
examination committee.
ITALY: Associazione Europea Danza (Livorno), La Luna Dance Center (Ancona), Accademia Poliarte 
di Ancona-Corso Professionale de Danza (Ancona), Studio76 (Brescia), Palermo in Danza (Palermo), 
Bari, Associazione di Danza Arabesque (Caserta), Ekodance International Project, UNITANZ 
(Lecce), Pompea Santoro (Torino), Russian Ballet (Scafati), MP3 project, Accademia Nazionale di 
Danza (Rome), Anonima Teatri ASD (Tuscania), Equilibrio Dinámico Roberta Ferrara, Pescara.
IISRAEL: Jerusalem, Kibutz Gaton, Tefen, Kibutz Misra, Inkfar Yasiif, Rishon Leziyyon.
TAIWAN: Taipei National University of the Arts TNUA (Taipei), National Taiwan University of Arts 
(Taipei), Tsoying Senior High School TYHS (Kaohsiung).
THE NETHERLANDS: ArtEZ University of the Arts, Arnhem.
SPAIN: IBstage, Barcelona. 
USA: Janet Panetta Movement Center (New York), Tampa City Ballet (Tampa)
VENEZUELA: Instituto Superior de Danza (Caracas).  

DuDuring his time at Tanztheater Wuppertal, Fernando taught several workshops organized in 
conjunction with the company's tours in Madrid, Calcutta, Hong Kong, Taiwan, among others.                                        

Dance teacher
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Scintilla tra le ombre (Solo), ARB Dance Company, Caserta, Italy.
Amore a colpi. (Duo) with dancers from Eko Dance Project Pompea Santoro, 
Turin, Italy,
StraVAGANZA (Solo), ARB Dance Company, with Roberta De Rosa, Caserta, 
Italy
Oma (Solo - in creation), with Ephrat Asherie, New York, USA.
CCarte Blanche (Group piece), with dancers from Eko Dance Project Pompea 
Santoro, Turin, Italy,
Toccata e Fuga (Quintet) ARB Dance Company, Caserta, Italy.
El Sahl el Montanea (Group piece) with the participation of dancers and 
musicians from the Medhat Fawzy Center for Stick Arts. Cairo, Egypt.
CRACK (Duo). Choreography and dance: Giorgia Maddamma and Fernando 
Suels Mendoza. Lecce, Italy.
AAl Igual Que Tú. Flamenco company Eva Yerbabuena. Spain.
In Perpetuum (Group piece), with dancers from Eko Dance International Project 
Pompea Santoro, Turin, Italy.
Il silenzio dei fiori v.2, Palermo in Danza Decima Edizione, Palermo, Italy.
Un passo di danza (11 dancers). Giorno della memoria, Ancona, Italy.
In Perpetuum (Solo), Fernando Suels Mendoza. Premiere Teatro Massimo, 
Palermo, Italy.
MMezzo Nero, Rosso Mezzo (6 dancers). ARB Dance Company, Caserta, Italy.
Es waren drei Königskinder (Trio), with Irmke von Schlichting (singer), Michiko 
Tashiro (piano), Fernando Suels Mendoza. (dance). Music: Kindertotenlieder, 
Gustav Mahler. Wuppertal, Germany.
I Lost something on the Hill (Solo), with Fernando Suels Mendoza. Wuppertal, 
Germany.
NNon ci fasciamo la testa (Trio), with Ryan Beck, Cassandra Taylor and 
Fernando Suels Mendoza. Ancona, Italy.
Education program at La Luna Dance Center with school students.  
Il silenzio dei fiori / Group piece (2020)
Fuogo / Piece for 8 dancers (6 breakdancers) Original music by Paul Pavey (2014)
Bird’s lament / Group piece (2013)
I would like to Mark / Group piece (2012)
YYou and eye / Solo danced by Kgi Giaccaglia (2012)                                            
Nessuno lo sa / Group piece (2011)                                       
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2024
 
2024 
2024 
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2021 
2021
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2011–20  
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Pina Bausch - ein Film von Anne Linsel
2006

Hable con ella
Directed by Pedro Almodovar. 2002

Pina Bausch, Der Fensterputzer (The 
Window Washer) 
DiDirected by Peter Lindbergh. 2001
                                      

Das Erbe der Pina Bausch
Arte, Anne Linsel. 2021

MOVEment
Prada X dancers of Tanztheater Wuppertal. 
2015

PINA
DiDirected by Wim Wenders. 2011
                                      

Film
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> Antigone. Alan Lucien Øyen. 2025/2026
> Don Giovanni/Requiem, W. A. Mozart. K. Serebrennikov. Berlin,  25/26
> Scintilla tra le ombre, F. Suels M. 2025
> https://www.pinabausch.org
> https://www.pina-bausch.de
> https://fernandosuelsmendoza.com
> > https://de.linkedin.com/in/fernando-suels-mendoza
> https://www.evayerbabuena.com
> https://w3.tnua.edu.tw
> https://jamescarles.com
> F. Suels Rehearsal director, Sacre du Printemps P. Bausch TNUA Taipei, Taiwan, Nov. 2024
> PROMO “Carte Blanche” Coreo: F. Suels M. 2024
> PROMO Toccata e fuga 2023
> > F. Suels Rehearsal director,  Sacré du Printemps P. Bausch TNUA Opera Ballet Vlaanderen, 
> Antwerp, Belgium 2022
> F. Suels in AGUA, P. Bausch, 2022
> PROMO "Crack" Bühnenversion 2022
> Fernando’s class
> "Crack" Giorgia Maddamma and Fernando Suels Mendoza 2021
> “Crack” Giorgia Maddamma and Fernando Suels M. Rehearsal 2021. Fotos: Fabio Serino
> > PROMO In Perpetuum Eko Dance Project Pompea Santoro
> F. Suels interview, «La Conversa», USA, 2020
> PROMO In perpetuum, solo Fernando  Suels Mendoza,  2021
> PROMO Al igual que tú, compañía Eva Yerbabuena, 2021 
> Fernando Suels M. interview, Pina Bausch Foundation, 2018
> F. Suels, Masurca Fogo, P. Bausch. 2018
> F. Suels in Cafe Müller performance, P. Bausch 2017
> > F. Suels in Cafe Müller rehearsal, P. Bausch 2016
> F. Suels in Palermo Palermo (1/3) P. Bausch Foundation, Jan. 2011
> F. Suels in Palermo Palermo (2/3) P. Bausch Foundation, Jan. 11
> F. Suels in Palermo Palermo (3/3) P. Bausch Foundation, Jan. 2011
> F. Suels in full version of VOLLMOND, P. Bausch/Wim Wenders, 2011
> PINA, Wim Wenders - Joy dance, 2011
> F. Suels in PINA film. P. Bausch/Wim Wenders. 2011
> Iph> Iphigenie auf Tauris, Pina Bausch, 2010
> PROMO Choreographic workshop curated by Fernando Suels M. Palermo in Danza, 2019
> PROMO Mezzo Nero, Rosso Mezzo, 2015
> PROMO I lost something on the hill, Solo Fernando Suels Mendoza, 2010
> MOVEment. Prada X dancers of Tanztheater Wuppertal, 2015
> F. Suels in Palermo Palermo, P. Bausch Foundation, Tokyo, march 2008
> F: Suels in Palermo Palermo 1/2 P. Bausch Foundation, Dec. 2002
> > F. Suels in Palermo Palermo 1/2. P. Bausch Foundation, Dec. 1995
> F. Suels in Palermo Palermo2/2. P. Bausch Foundation, Dec. 1995

Links to
sites, videos and others
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https://youtu.be/THJp15XjwMo
https://youtu.be/vF2RQdrgtYo
https://youtu.be/hMFAmz5z90Q
https://www.pinabausch.org/person/fernando_suels_mendoza
https://www.pina-bausch.de/de/plays/5/agua
https://fernandosuelsmendoza.com/
https://de.linkedin.com/in/fernando-suels-mendoza-815a3246
https://www.evayerbabuena.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/eva-yerbabuena-dossier-al-igual-que-tu.pdf
https://dance.tnua.edu.tw/?page_id=5754
https://jamescarles.com/festival-danses-et-continents-noirs/fernando-suels-mandoza-jbto/
https://www.facebook.com/?next=https://www.facebook.com/?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2F%3Fnext%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.facebook.com%252Fstory.php%253Fstory_fbid%253D10160154855912633%2526id%253D685762632%2526rdid%253DqdwHKL91U9oDgBsp%2526share_url%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.facebook.com%25252Fshare%25252Fp%25252F19UjEsaVkU%25252F%2526wtsid%253Drdr_06U1A1WMcqZFbMeLf%26wtsid%3Drdr_06U1A1WMcqZFbMeLf%26rdid%3DqdwHKL91U9oDgBsp%26refsrc%3Ddeprecated&wtsid=rdr_06U1A1WMcqZFbMeLf&rdid=qdwHKL91U9oDgBsp&refsrc=deprecated&wtsid=rdr_06U1A1WMcqZFbMeLf&rdid=qdwHKL91U9oDgBsp&rcs=ATCJWR_3gSEBi2Uf9dSE75yLLcZg_N_GR_KfkHhtiD6o-vtSFcg4-WTJYPIq7RnINPZv3hVdEfxN_y7MjmE-A46VqfkkPD06xPkX1lhr9bWdl3zkjqrYF928WC2m3h4Asmvaapot-cdx7YZX-GWsB7Lf7ceZD2hDDzo-3w&refsrc=deprecated&_rdr
https://vimeo.com/1031289314/d7e218746f
https://youtu.be/eljyj9nwRwI?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/DFTm8sVV938?feature=shared
https://vimeo.com/752073663
https://vimeo.com/762679607/eedd036b68
https://vimeo.com/900380207?share=copyhttps://vimeo.com/802497828?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/697703115/3e98e529c1
https://vimeo.com/802513447?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/746304425/b4a7f081d8
https://youtu.be/d_6n7dnERHE?feature=shared
https://vimeo.com/748540859/f14cf14ca8
https://vimeo.com/770860988/c3c0396bc7
https://www.pinabausch.org/archives/interview/20180919_83_0002
https://www.facebook.com/TanztheaterPinaBausch/videos/tanztheater-wuppertal-pina-bausch-masurca-fogo-ein-st%C3%BCck-von-pina-bausch/883841935132210/
http://archives.pinabausch.org/id/cafe_20170226_01_0001
https://www.pinabausch.org/archives/video/cafe_20160120_02_0039
https://archives.pinabausch.org/id/pale_20110116_01_0001
https://archives.pinabausch.org/id/pale_20110116_01_0002
https://archives.pinabausch.org/id/pale_20110116_01_0003
https://m.vk.com/video5319295_169524467
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gRP19r3fNqw
https://youtu.be/SBa6NfCdfVU?feature=shared
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=57WsJ3cTPMc
https://vimeo.com/772869169/d20d1c6701
https://vimeo.com/744141313/ac0d76febf
https://vimeo.com/186074024/b63e28fb66
http://www.anothermag.com/fashion-beauty/7279/prada-x-dancers-of-tanztheater-wuppertal
https://archives.pinabausch.org/id/pale_20080323_01_0001
https://archives.pinabausch.org/id/pale_20021215_01_0001
https://archives.pinabausch.org/id/pale_19951219_01_0001
https://archives.pinabausch.org/id/pale_19951219_01_0002
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www.fernandosuelsmendoza.com
contact@fernandosuelsmendoza.com

Languages
Spanish, English, German, Italian, French
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https://fernandosuelsmendoza.com/
mailto:contact@fernandosuelsmendoza.com

